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Caplain Ray Malpasa, ONI
Colemel Edward H, Porter, AVOIN
Colonel S, M, Iensing, JIG

SUBJIDGT : SE-25; Conmmist Short-renge Military Intentions
: in Rorea

1. The attached draft estimate has been temtatively approved
by the Board of National Estimntes, and is forwarded for your review.
1% 45 requested that your representatives mest with the Board in Roomm
146, South Building, on Tuesday, 22 April, at 2:00 PM, with a view to
completing the estimate for submission to the IAC on Thursday, 24 April,

2, DBecause of the "erash®™ priority of the estimats, this drafi
has beon prapared om the besis of evidence reported to the Vateh
Comamittee on 16 April. It 1s requested thet your representstives bring
to the meeting any further evidence bearing on the problem., If any
such evidence 12 of puch & character ns to alter the basic conclusions

of the draf, 1t is requested thalt you notify W25X1A9:
Ext., 3533, in advence of the meeting, et your sarliest conveniencs,

25X1A%9a

Acting Executive Secretary
Digtribution "B"

DOCUMERT NO. _____,é_’———-——“

NO CHANGE IN CLASS. [ ‘

BECLASSIFIED \
E.ASS. CHANGED TO: 15 S@ Q¢
REVIEW DATE: ———— ‘ LS "

TOIR-RDP 7880 1'0111"\00060006&%%6714 ,’

Sanitized - Approved For Rel|&

m paTE: 20 FE®. §) REVIEWER:



e

Sanltlzed - Approngd ForGQNEFE‘.N&[H&??QSM‘_‘1A000600060004 4

SECUZ?ITI IM'"OFMATION 75314~
CENTERAL I"NTELLIGEHCE AGERCY
19 April 1952

SUBJFCT: SE-25: COMMUNIST SHORT-RANGE MILITARY INTENTIONS TN KOREA

THE PROBLEM

To estimate ehoﬁ:—rangé Coommmist .militazy intentions in Korea,

CONCLUSIONS

1. There hag been o general strengthening of Cmmn milltary
capabilities in Korea since the beginning of arnistice negetiations in
wid-1951. In addition, tha:ée has been in recent weeks a shoyp inerease
in enamy militery activity, |

2. There are no indieaﬁions, however, that the Cammmiste have yet
toeken many of the preparations which have heretofore preceded genezal of-
fensives, same of which preprrations we consider essontizl, On the baais
of availeble indicetions alaene, therefore, 1t appears wniikely thet the
Conmuniste will underteke a large-seale grownd offensive in the immedinte
future (within the next two weeks),
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3. Available indications of the over-all increase in Cmuniwt
capabilities and the recent step-up in Cmmist militery activity sug-
gest the following pomsible short-range intentions: (a) to lawnch with.
out warning o limited ground 6ffanaive and/or a hrge-—:male air offensive;
(b) to prepare for & future full-scele Commmiet ground offemsives (c)
to carry out a normal rellef of front-line mits; (d) to etrenpthen
defenses in anticipation of a TN attasck; or (e) o exert preasure on the
armistice diacuéaﬁ.m_

4. We are unable to eatimste, on the basls of availstle military
evidence, vhich of these posaible short-range enemy intemtions is the
most probable. Should the Coammunists deelde to lamneh a limited ground
offensive and/or & largo-scale air offengive againgt UN forces end instele
lations, they have the capability to do m with little warndng,

4a, Commundst conduct of cemse-fire disouseions in rocent weeks
provide no positive indications of immedinte Cmmmniat rilitary intentions.
There are no raliable Indications that the Conmumista ant:ﬁ.cipate an carly
armistice. Their military activity appears to be inconsistent with the
empectation of an eorly amdstice agreement except insofer as it may
be designed to Influense the dlacussions,
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CON FIDENTIAL

DISCUSSTON
COMMUNIST CAPABTIITIES IN KOREA

5. During the armistice nagotiatibna, the Camunists have sub-
stantially increased their capabilities in Kores. They have replaced
their losses, Toe-oquipped ihair tnlts, re-trained their troope; and re-
orgenized and re-disposed their forcss. They have bullt up their ground
forces fram /G2 £411 1n/ %o the present estimate of 875,000
persomnel, Qualitative dmprovement has accompanied the quantitative build-
upy they have made significent additions of armor and artillery end have
substentially incrensed the ﬂre power of all wnite,

6. The Comwmists have mede excellemt uaé of the long period of |
falrly statio operations to impreve thelr logistical position, Alwo‘ugh
decreased anousts of many types of supplies have been required during the
past nine wonths, the Communists have made an apparently mexdmum effort
%o bring wp supplies. As & reeult the supply position of the Commmiste
in forwerd areas, despite continued air and naval attacks by UN forces, is
far better then at any time since fho Chinese Commumist intervention in

Korea,

7. The ememy ground forces presently in mntact coulé launch a limited
offenaive with 1ittle warning but theay do not have the capability for
launching & major offeneive without further preparations. It is estimated
that the Commmists have the loglstic capablility to maintedn the mementum
of a mejor offensive for fram 5 to 10 deysn.

CONFIDENTIAL

Sanitized - Approved For Release4 GIA-RDP79S01011A000600060004-4




—

Sanitized - Appro@d For Rél@ ?Iﬁmﬁ 9S01011A000600060004-4
\ :

8. The capabilities of the Cammmist Aty Force in the Korean area
have roved
: Imp . steadily and rapidly. During the armistiee negotiations,
ocmmmist airerast strength in the Korean area hag increased fram
aireraft to the present total of airoraft including an iney
eage
fram _____ Jets to the eurpent estimate of ____ jets. /'DI/tsar £111 in 7 |

& well-integrated system of air eontrol eng varning has been established
and ‘ ged v ’
Cmnmi_st pilots bave bean engaged in an intensive training program
vhich
bas included saubet experience. The Commnists bave also demonstrated

9. ‘
An alr offengive could be lavnched et any time. This offensive
eould
include an initiel comattment of over 500 Mig-15's as well as sub.
stantial mmbers of Plston-engined Tighters and light bombers |

- CONFIDENTIAL
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b. Reports of FW's and other information point to the possibility
of a forward movement of ammor from the Wompan area on the east coast,
suggesting that elaments of the CCF 3rd Armored Division may have
been moved southuard., Several PW reports have also referred to an
expected southward movement of the North Korean V Corpa.

These reported movements suggest an ineresmse in Commumndst troop, armor,
and artillery strength within operationel distance of the front.

11. During the past few wesks there has been a number of PW reports
of a new offensive., Within the last two weeks, two Coammmist PU's referred
to an enemy offensive to be launched ™when 1t is wamer” or "if the peace
talke fall.® Another report of unknown reliability states the North
Korean V Corpe iz expected to move southwerd to launch an attack during
Mey. |

12. Other Pil's, hovever, have continued to refer to enemy defensive
plang, including the strengtheming of defense fortifications ard the
rotation of fromt-line units. The poeeibility that the ememy is preparing
to relieve seme front-line wnits is further suggested by FW reports that
the CCF 67th Army will relieve the 68th Army and that the CCF 25th Army
- is to be relisved in the immedinte future. There is no confirmation, how-
ever, that the relief of any fromt-line units is under way,

13. There has been one recemt report that North Koreen guerrilla
forces are being trained to infiltrate UN lines (a tactic which has preceded

PosesmIInS.
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previocus offensives). This report receives same gubstantiation from
the recent capture of UN forces of a emall mumber of line-crossers.

B. ir
14. The most significant yecemt incident with respect to enemy air

activity wes & vieusl sighting on 13 April of 430 jet aireraft on Tatunglon
airfield and 50 on Antung airfield. This is double the punber of alreraft
ever before sighted on these airfields and very nearly the total estimated
Mig-15 strength in Manchuria, Although an error of up t¢c 75 elreraft In
this aighting is possible, this report is regarded as substentially ascurate.
Subsequent cbservations during the day disclosed that this total had been
reduced to approximetely 200 sircraft on both fields. Possible explanations
for this concemtration are that bed weather preciuded the use of other
Monchurien airfields or that this vas & test of persomnel and facilities
under crowded conditions. It is alsc possible that this represented a
teghow of force" designed to influemce the amistice discussicns.

15. Other indleations that the enamy may be preparing for increased
activity, poseibly including air opersticns over South Korea on & large
goale, was (a) the reported observation on 1 April of a Mig-15 over the
Sesul-Suwon aren on what appeared to be & photo~peconnaissance flight and
(b) recent increased wlllingness of ememy pilots to engage UN aircraft.

C. Ewvalustion of Indisationg
16. There hng been n general stremgthening of Commmist erilitary

capabilities in Keréa since the baﬁmm \oﬁ armistice negotietions in

CONFIDE
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mid-1951, In eddition, there has been in recent weeks a sharp increase
in enemy militery activity,

17. There are no indicetions, however, thet the Commmists have yet
token meny of the preparations vhich have herstofore preceled general of-
fensives, some of which preparations we consider essentisl. On the bagis
of available indications alone, therefore, 1% appears wmlikely that the
Communists will underteks a large-scale ground offansive :1:: the fmmediate
fature '(within the next two weeln),

.18 Aveilable h:dirsatiom of the over-all incresse in Cormund st _
capabilities and the recent step-up in Gmmiat nilitery sctivity suggest
the following possible short-range intentionas (a) to lawmch without warn.
ing e limited gromd offensive snd/or & large-scals air offensive; (b) to

prepare for a future full.scale Commumist, ground offenaive; {e) to carry
out & normal relief of fromt-line wnite; (d) to strengthen defemses in
enticipation of a UN attack; or (e) %o exext presguve on the armistice dis-

cussions,

19. We ars unable to estimate, on the bauis 6,,{' available militery
evidence, which of these possible short-range enemy intentions i¢ the most
probeble. Should the Commmists decide to launsh 8 limited ground offensive
end/or a large-scale air offensive against UN forees and installations,
they have the capability to do so with iitile varning .,
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FIX. STATUS OF ARMISTICE NEGOTIATIONS

20. Commmnist conduct of cease-fire discuseions in recent weeks
provide no positive indiestions of immediate Commmist military intemtions,
There are no reliable indications that the Communieta anticipate an early
emistice. Their military activity appesrs to be inconsigtent with the
‘expectation of an early amistice agreament exeept insofar as 1t mey be
designed to influence the diamssions. |
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© OFFICE OF NATIONAL ESTIMATES
18 April 1952

SUBJECT: SE=25: COMMUNIST SHORT-RANCE TNTHENTIONS IN KbREA
(Draft for the Bourd)

THE PROBLEM
Te estimate short--range Communist intentions in Korea.
GONCLUSIONS

1, Military developments in Korea over the past several months
indicate a general strengthening of Communist ground capabilities.
However, the Communists probably do not have, with forces now avail-
able in Korea and I‘Janclr.mr':':.ag3 the capability to defeut UN forces

in Korea.

2. The enemy could launch a limited ground offensive and/or a
large-scale air offensive against UN forces and installations with

iittle or nc additional warning. Although there has been a recent
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